
Guggenheim Satellite
Year: 2000

By: Frank Gehry

Concept: A much larger
version of Gehry’s
Guggenheim Bilbao parked
on piers at the end of Wall
Street—with about four
times the gallery space of
the uptown flagship.

What went wrong: After the
September 11 attacks, the
museum concluded that
raising the necessary

millions was unlikely, stating in late 2002 that “given the current
situation, the Guggenheim project has to be rethought, perhaps on a
more modest level.”

The Museum of Modern Art
Year: 1930

By: Howe & Lescaze

Concept: Nine cube-
shaped galleries stacked
around a core, with marble
and white-glazed-brick
walls.

What went wrong: MoMA
moved into a West 53rd
Street townhouse, donated
by John D. Rockefeller, with
too slim a footprint for the
design.

Dome Over Manhattan
Year: 1961

By: R. Buckminster Fuller

Concept: A two-mile-
diameter, climate-regulated
dome over Midtown, built of
aluminum, one-way
shatterproof glass and
electrodes to melt snow on
contact.

What went wrong: In 1961,
developer William
Zeckendorf asked Fuller to
introduce his concept of a
city-size dome in Yonkers,

and Fuller got the idea to build a Manhattan version as well. But neither
plan ever got much further than empty talk.

Coney Island Globe
Year: 1906

By: Samuel Friede

Concept: A globe over 700
feet high, topped with
spotlights—featuring a
circus, weather
observatory, roller rink,
palm garden and more.

What went wrong: Friede
laid the cornerstone,
poured the foundations and
contracted for 4,000 tons of
steel. Then the $1 million
scheme collapsed amid
charges of embezzlement
and fraud.

Times Tower Site
Year: 1984

By: Venturi, Scott Brown

Concept: A cheeky revision
of Philip Johnson and John
Burgee’s much-despised,
ultimately unrealized 1983
Times Square
Redevelopment plan.

What went wrong: Nothing
went wrong; it was a lark.
The proposed towers were
already a cliché of
corporate architecture, and

the apple slyly suggested, as Denise Scott Brown says now, that
Johnson “didn’t know how to handle the mixing of scales.”

Hyperboloid
Year: 1954

By: I.M. Pei

Concept: Planned to be the
world’s tallest building, at
100-plus stories, this office
tower and transit hub was
to replace Grand Central.

What went wrong: The New
York Central Railroad,
which co-owned Grand
Central, was beset with
financial difficulties, which
may also have led to the
chairman’s suicide.

Key Project for Ellis Island
Year: 1959

By: Frank Lloyd Wright

Concept: The Gateway to
the New World recast as
Tomorrowland: a raised
platform built with housing
for thousands and moving
sidewalks instead of cars.

What went wrong: This
project was one of the last
Wright worked on before
his death. The U.S.
government, which had
sought proposals for the

site, rejected Wright’s and all others, eventually creating a national park
instead.

Most Popular Videos

Most Popular Articles

SHOW COMMENTS HIDE COMMENTS (4)

WSJ Membership

WSJ+ Membership Benefits

Digital Subscription

Print Subscription

Print and Digital Subscription

Why Subscribe?

Corporate Subscriptions

Professor Journal

Student Journal

WSJ Amenity Program

Customer Service

Customer Center

Contact Us

Live Help

Notice to Subscribers

Tools & Features

Emails & Alerts

Guides

My News

RSS Feeds

Topics

Video Center

Watchlist

Podcasts

Ads

Advertise

Advertise Locally

Commercial Real Estate Ads

Place a Classified Ad

Sell Your Business

Sell Your Home

Recruitment & Career Ads

More

Content Partnerships

Corrections

Jobs at WSJ

News Archive

Register for Free

Reprints

DOW JONES, A NEWS CORP COMPANY

Dow Jones Products Barron's BigCharts DJX Dow Jones Newswires Factiva Financial News Mansion Global MarketWatch

Private Markets realtor.com Risk & Compliance WSJ Conference WSJ Pro Central Banking WSJ Video WSJ Wine

Privacy Policy Cookie Policy Copyright Policy Data Policy Subscriber Agreement & Terms of Use Your Ad Choices

Copyright ©2018 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

U.S. Edition May 10, 2018 Today's Paper Video

WSJ. MAGAZINE  ART & DESIGN

What the New York Skyline Could Have Been
In New York City, real estate is ruled by byzantine laws, battling egos and backroom deals, a
scenario that generates—an often scuttles—architectural plans both brilliant and outrageous.
Greg Goldin and Sam Lubell’s new book, Never Built New York (Metropolis), presents the city as it
might have been
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A Hotel 30 Miles Outside Paris Where Equestrian Life Sets the Tone April

25, 2018

Will the Rockefeller Collection be the First Art Auction to Top $1 Billion?
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Why Japan’s Art-Filled Archipelago Is
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A Hotel 30 Miles Outside Paris Where
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Le Barn, designed by French branding studio be poles, whose hospitality
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